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Image AC_PIC_NZ015. Didemnum vexillum fouling on the hull of a barge in Picton.
Water depth 1 m. Water temperature approximately 14 deg C. May 2003. Photo credit:
Ashley Coutts, Cawthron Institute. Location no. 13.

Click here to download image.
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LR First documented occurrence

Brian Coffey, December 2001. Reference: Coffey, B.T., 2001, Potentially
invasive compound ascidian - Whangamata Harbour. Progress Report No.
1. Prepared for Waikato Regional Council, Hamilton.
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Publications

Kott, Patricia, 2002, A complex didemnid ascidian from Whangamata, New
Zealand, Journal of the Marine Biological Association of the United
Kingdom, v. 82 (4), p. 625-628.

Link to Kott, 2002, (PDF format).

We believe this recent invader to New Zealand is Didemnum lahillei. A
comparison of 18s rDNA with New England specimens showed them to be
identical. Other molecular studies are planned.

Account of the appearance of Didemnum vexillum in New Zealand in
2001 and 2002

Coutts, A.D.M., 2002, A biosecurity investigation of a barge in the
Marlborough Sounds: Cawthron Institute Report 744, 68 p. (PDF format)

This report includes information on the infestation of the Steel Mariner
barge by D. vexillum; images of the species; location maps; a report by P.
Mather (Kott) on the identification of the didemnid; a survey of the didemnid

http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stel Iwagen/didemnum/htm/pagel4.htm (1 of 3)10/20/2004 11:07:22 AM


http://www.usgs.gov/
http://marine.usgs.gov/
http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/images/pdf/page14.pdf
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page16.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page17.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page15c.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page15a.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page15.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page15b.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/index.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page2.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page6.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page10.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/wash1.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page18.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page42.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page22.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page26.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page27.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page28.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page29.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page29.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page30.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page31.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page31.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page31a.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page31a.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page31b.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page31b.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page32.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page33.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page34.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page34.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page25.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page35.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page41.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/page41.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/htm/pub.htm
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/images/pdf/pkott.pdf
http://10.0.40.33/project-pages/stellwagen/didemnum/images/pdf/news/cawthron_report.pdf

Marine Invasive Species, Didemnum vexillum, a colonial tunicate; ascidian; sea squirt, New Zealand coastal occurrences and images

Links to Related topics
Imagery of the

Family Didemnidae
Environmental Impact

of Tunicates
Tunicate News/Information
Invasive Species Websites

Contributors & Other Sources
Contact Information

Other didemnid imagery

NOTE: Text in gray (italic) indicates the
topic has not been addressed to date.

on the barge and its spread to the seabed beneath it; and the potential risks
posed by the spread of the species.

Websites with imagery and text
New Zealand Diving and Salvage Limited; barge infestation and cleanup
procedure; D. vexillum image on barge bottom. (PDF format)

New Zealand Diving and Salvage Limited (NZDS); barge infestation and
cleanup procedure; same as report on the Cawthron website; (D. vexillum
images; all are not identical to those in Cawthron Report No. 755). (PDF

format

Cawthron Report No. 755, barge infestation and cleanup procedure; (PDFE
format) ; same as report on NZDS website; (D. vexillum images; all are not
identical to those in the NZDS report).

Websites with text only
Cawthron News, 2001, barge infestation. (PDF format)

Cawthron News, 2002, barge infestation. (PDF format)
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